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Recommendation of His Excellency the Bishop 
Of Trenton, N. J. 


Dear Reverend Mother: 


I am indeed pleased to recommend most heartily the Apostolic 
work of the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa. You are 
laboring in your own quiet way, and in accordance with the wishes 
of our Holy Father, Pius XI, gloriously reigning, solely that Our 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, may be better known and bette: 
loved by those for whom he gave His life on the Cross that all men 
might have life, and have it more abundantly. 


Any assistance given you will be rewarded by the Saviour Himself, 
who has promised: “‘Whosoever shall give a cup of cold water only in 
the name of a disciple, amen, I say to you, he shall not lose his re- 
ward.” I am sure such a labor of love needs no further commenda- 
tion to the good priests and faithful people of the Diocese of Trenton. 


Wishing you every blessing in your noble work, I beg to remain, 


Sincerely yours in Christ, 


0% MOSES E. KILEY, 
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SEVERAL GOOD WAYS TO HELP THE 
MISSIONARY SISTERS 


PRAYER: —Without the grace of God the Missionaries could do nothing whatever for the salvation of souls. By praying for 
them you bring down God’s blessing upon them and their apostolic labors. 


SUFFERINGS: —-To unite one’s sufferings, trials and hardships to those of Jesus on the Cross and offer them for the salvation 


of pagan and Mohammedan souls. 


ALMS: —If no one would support the Missionaries they could again do nothing. 


THE ANNUAL SUPPORT OF A SISTER .............. $125.00 
THE ANNUAL SUPPORT OF A DISPENSARY 40.00 
TO RANSOM A YOUNG GIRL FOR A CATHOLIC MARRIAGE 20.00 
TO SUPPORT A LEPER IN A HUT FOR A MONTH 2.00 
TO PROVIDE BREAD FOR A CHILD MONTHLY 1.00 
TO CLOTHE A CHILD FOR FIRST HOLY COMMUNION . 1.00 
TO KEEP A SANCTUARY LAMP BURNING FOR A MONTH 1.00 


BY BECOMING A PROMOTER OR MEMBER 
OF A MISSION GUILD OF OUR LADY OF AFRICA. 


YOUR LAST WILL:—" is 2 poor Will which does not name Our Lord Jesus Christ among its beneficiaries. 


Remember 


the works of charity of the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa in making your Will. And when 
life, that precious time to merit has passed away for you, the Sisters, whom you have helped, will continue to do good in your 


name and you will share in their prayers, works and sacrifices. 


OLD JEWELRY: —Why treasure away broken and old-fashioned gold or silver jewelry when it can be transformed into 


chalices or ciboriums to shelter the Eucharistic King? 


Would not the memory of loved ones be more 


honored by sacrificing their cherished souvenirs for so sacred a cause than by letting them lay useless in some corner? 


Missionary Guilds of Our Lady of Africa 


A Mission Guild of Our Lady of Africa is established to 
help the Missions under the special protection of Our Lady, Queen 
of Africa. Just as every other guild or club, there must be a 
President and other officers. There must also be promoters, who 
try to get as many members as possible. 

The members of the Guild promise to contribute a certain 
small amount for Our Lady’s Missions every week. As a reminder 
of their promise and at the same time to facilitate the putting 
aside of this small sum, the members, at their enrollment in the 
Guild, receive a little bag in which they may keep their weekly 
offering. At the close of every ten weeks, the promoters collect 
the total for the missions. 

A meeting is called for the promoters to give in the offerings 
of their members, which is then sent to the Sisters. This meet- 
ing may also be a little social gathering for the Promoters. 


Who would miss five or ten cents a week? However, this 


sum, although small in itself, when donated by a nuumber of 
people each week, becomes no less than a fortune in Missionland. 

Who can estimate the number of hearts, living tabernacles, 
in which God will feign, simply because a nickle or dime was 
put aside each week for the missions? 


And who can conceive 
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the reward that Our Lady of Africa will obtain from her Divine 
Son for those who help to extend His Kingdom among the 
Mohammedans and pagans. 


SPECIAL FAVORS ARE GRANTED 
TO PROMOTERS BY THE HOLY SEE. 


(a) A plenary Indulgence may be gained under the usual 

conditions on 

(A) the day of their enrollment as promoters. 

(B) the following Feasts: Immaculate Conception, Saint 

Augustine, Saint Monica, Saint Peter, and Saint Francis 

Xavier. 

The Masses said for Promoters after their death at any 
Altar will procure for their souls the same favors as if the 
Masses were said on Priviledged Altars. 


FOR ORDINARY MEMBERS 


Three Masses are said every month for the living and de- 
ceased members. Moreover, they share in the apostolic labors of 
all the Sisters of the Congregation and in the prayers said for 
them in all the convents of the Congregation 
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The C. S. M. C. Convention 


HE Tenth National Convention of the Catholic 
Students, Mission Crusade, the largest na- 
tional gathering in the history of the Cru- 

sade and, as far as can be judged, the largest 
Catholic missionary congress ever held in the West- 
ern Hemisphere, has come and passed; but the im- 
pression, stressed by the many illustrious speakers, 
of the necessity to co-operate with the home and 
foreign Missionaries in extending the Kingdom of 
Christ will not pass. The delegates to the Conven- 
tion will bring back this message to their respective 
schools and colleges throughout our vast Republic. 


A mammoth mass meeting in the Cleveland Audi- 
torium formally opened the Convention. The Most 
Rev. Joseph Schrembs, Bishop of Cleveland, gave 
the keynote address: “Catholic Action through Mis- 
sion Action.” 


“The purpose and the central idea of communism 
is world revolution. The purpose and the central 
idea of Christianity is world conversion. Com- 
munists keep their followers “World-minded” — 
thinking, singing, shouting and fighting in terms of 
the world. Shall we as Catholics who have a defin- 
ite commandment to bring all nations and all peoples 
of the world into the one fold — the world Church, 
the Catholic Church — do less than our enemies? 
They preach hatred; we must preach love. Hatred 
is devilish; love is godly. 

“Delegates to this convention of the Catholic 
Students’ Mission Crusade, write these two mottos 
on your standards and carry them to the ends of 
our country: ‘The Conversion of the World to Jesus 
Christ,” ‘‘The Love of Our Neighbor for the Love 
of God.” 


“Why be a Crusader? From a profound convic- 


tion that your duty as a Christian can never be 
fulfilled if the salvation of the world leaves you 
cold and indifferent. 

“Christ died for all men and wishes all men to 
be saved. 

“If you have the spirit of Christ, you must co- 
operate with Him to bring redemption to all men.” 

After the opening addresses, the pageant, ‘The 
World Gateway,’ was presented by five hundred 
Cleveland students. Besides the players, there were 
several hundred musicians and singers, including 
the Palestrina Chorus. 

Over night, the stage of the Auditorium was 
changed into a vast sanctuary. At the Pontifical 
Mass, celebrated by the Most Rev. Francis J. L. Beck- 
man, Archbishop of Dubuque and the National 
chairman of the Crusade, five thousand school 
children sang the “Ordinary”’ of the Mass, leaving 
the “Propers’’ to the Schola Cantorum of St. Mary's 
Seminary. Before the sermon, His Excelleny, Bishop 
Schrembs, read a telegram for His Holiness, Pius XI 
and after the Mass gave the Papal Blessing to the 
hundreds of thousands in attendance. 

The Most Rev. John T. McNicholas, O. P., Arch- 
bishop of Cincinnati and national president of the 
Crusade, speaking on ‘The future of This Day's 
Youth” warned the students to be on guard against 
influences which would lead them from Catholic 
principles and connected Catholic Action with Mis- 
sion Action. All the major speakers emphasized the 
close connection between Catholic Action and Mis- 
sion Action and endeavored to impress the fact that 
missions should be a very personal concern of every 
Catholic and not a consideration to be viewed as 
safely distant in Africa or China. 

(Continued on Page 90) 
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Trusting it will be pleasing to our Readers we are publishing 
a letter of Mother Raymond, superior of the missicn of Issavi 
Central Africa, to Mother Theodora, superior at Metuchen. 


Issavi, Rwanda, Africa 
June 12, 1937 
Dear Mother, 

Some time has already passed since the reception 
of your parcel; yet it is only today that I find time 
to tell you how much happiness it brought to our 
children. We are keeping the beautiful pictures for 
wedding presents for our young girls. They are 
always very happy and pleased to have a picture 
of the Sacred Heart or our Blessed Mother for their 
home. In return for all the joy you caused us, | 
would like to share with you, dear Mother, the con- 
solations with which the 
Divine Master conde- 
scends to gratify His Mis- 
sionaries in our flourish- 
ing Mission. 

Issavi is very densely 
populated. The Catholics 
alone actually number 
over twenty-six thousand. 
There were even more; 
but three new mission sta- 
tions having been founded 
within a radius of thirty 
miles, relieved Issavi of 
more than eight thousand 
of its Catholic population. 
Two White Fathers and 
five native priests not only 
administer to the people 
of Issavi but also take 
care of the Catholics in 
the outlying villages. Still, 
it is only a part of their 
ministry. Conversions be- 
ing numerous, every three 
months from five hundred 
to a thousand and more 
natives are received into 
the True Fold. 

Two years of catechu- 
menate generally pre- 
ceeded by two other years 
of postulate are required 


The Mission of Issay 


to the Mission, but they receive daily instructions 
from the catechist of their respective village and 
special instructions at the Missionary’s visit. 


Two weeks previous to the date of the ceremony, 
all the catechumens, who have terminated their 
time of probation, come to the mission to be 
examined. 


Those who pass make a three days’ retreat, dur- 
ing which they receive three instructions a day, 
recite the rosary, and make the Way of the Cross. 
Moreover, in order to help the future neophytes to 
overcome their natural repugnance and their super- 
stitious fear of the dead, they are obliged to clean 
and repair the cemetery during their free time. 


The day for which the catechumens yearned so 
eagerly — the day which 
they thought would never 
come—dawns at last. 
Though the Sacrament of 
Life is not administered 
until after the Holy Sacri- 
fice of the Mass has been 
offered, at sunrise, the 
happy elect of the day are 
already in their places. 
Each man has his chosen 
godfather, while each wo- 
man is escorted by her 
godmother to be. To keep 
the large number of con- 
verts in order, lines, cor- 
responding to the number 
of Missionaries available, 
are drawn on the large 
square opposite the 
church and each one has 
his assigned place. 
When the first part of 
the ceremony is over out- 
side, each priest offers the 
end of his stole to the 
first one on his line and 
those who are receiving 
the Sacrament take one 
another’s hand to enter 
the church. How touching 
and inspiring: it is to wit- 
ness five or six lines of 


of the Negroes before their 
reception into the Church. 
This time of instruction 
and trial is never abridged, except in case of death: 
it is rather prolonged especially for the Battoutsi 
Chiefs. The King’s brother-in-law underwent a trial 
of eight years before his Baptism; and the King, him- 
self, though he has been under instruction for the 
past six years and ardently desires the regenarating 
water, nevertheless, has not yet been received into 
the Church. His Excellency, the Apostolic Vicar, is 
very prudent, and for cause 

All the catechetical instructions are given at the 
Mission Center; however, an exception is made for 
the catechumens who have more than a three 
hours’ walk to Issavi. They come only once a week 


They are not the least interesting. 
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neophytes — new soldiers 
of Christ-—-thus entering 


the church in perfect order. 
The purifying water having been poured and the 
last rites of the sacrament having been given, the 
King of Kings, who deigns to remain a prisoner in 
the tabernacle for the comfort and strength of His 
followers, is taken from His prison of love so that 
He may bless His new subjects who courageously 
abandoned the superstitious religious beliefs of their 
ancestors to serve Him the One True God. 

The rest of the day is spent in congratulating one 
another — there is so much happiness in feeling 
oneself a child of God — an heir of heaven. The 
catechumenate first and then baptism seem to 
create not only a bond of friendship but also one of 
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relationship among the new Christians who have 
undergone the same time of trial and probation. The 
next day is also one of rejoicing; for the Eucharistic 
King pays His first visit to His new attendants. Dur- 
ing the week that follows, each morning, the neo- 
phytes, accompanied by their god-parents, receive 
the Bread of Life in order to fortify themselves for 
the trials and difficulties that await them in more 
or less pagan surroundings, and which they must 
conquer as true soldiers of Christ. 

And, now, Moiher, allow me to give you a precise 
outline of the works which are confided to us ol 
the active part that we must take in the evangeliza- 
tion and christianization of the people who sur 
round us. 

Five times a week from 8:00 A. M. to 11:45 A. M. 
four White Sisters and seven Native Sisters teach 
school to about two thousand Catholic children, five 
hundred and fifty of whom follow the curriculum « 
the Government. Another Sister is in charce of the 
Catholic young girls. Being fifteen hundred in all, 
they are divided into groups of two hundred and 
fifty to three hundred, and each group comes one 
morning a week for lessons and instructions. The 
Sister must also listen to and settle the little dif- 
ficulties among them and give personal advice to 
the girls belonging to pagan families. Every Sun- 
day there is a meeting of the Sodality of the Children 
of Mary. 

The Catholic women, for whom I am responsible 
and who are four thousand in number, are also 
divided into groups; but each group comes but once 


every two weeks. At 8:00 A. M. they are already 
in their places, the majority of the women with a 
baby on their back. In thus continuing the instruc- 
tion of the women in faith and morals and in the 
duties of their state of life, it not only helps them 
to become staunch Catholics themselves but also 
gives them a great influence over their pagan sisters, 
who convinced by good example, recognize the 
Catholic religion to be the true one. 

Besides, four times a year we prepare a hundred 
or more little boys and girls for their first Holy 
Communion; after which, the boys attend school at 
the Fathers’. 

Then, too, we cannot neglect the suffering portion 
of the Fold. Every morning two of our Sisters with 
three native helpers take care of the three hundred 
and more patients who come to the dispensary to 
have their wounds dressed or to receive medical 
care. On Tuesdays, the day of hypodermic injec- 
tions, the Sisters are also occupied in the afternoon. 
The other days, they visit the sick at domicile. 

The teachers devote the afternoon to the instruc- 
tion of the catechumens. There are three classes 
for the little boys and girls and four for young girls 
and women, whose religious instruction is confided 
to us. Excepting the class of the older women who 
do not learn to read and who leave at three o'clock, 
these catechefical lessons take place from half past 
one to four o'clock. Moreover, twice a week we 
have the old people who have abandoned paganism 
to become the children of the One Good God; and 

(Continued on Page 90) 
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The teachers devote the afternoon to the instruction of the Catechumens. 
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Extract From the Mission Diary 


Carthage — The dispensary is crowded at certain 
hours and the men and women chat while waiting 
their turn. We over heard the following conversa- 
tion: ‘You see these women, well, for the love of 
God they do not marry so that they may come here 
to care for us Arabs.” 

“Are their medicines good?” 

“Are they good?’’ answered a man whose child 
we had cured of a terrible skin disease, ‘‘You may 
go to Tunis, or Sousse, or Sfax or Tripoli and you will 
find no better medicines and no better nurses. 
took my daughter to Tunis and the doctor treated her 
for three months and she was no better. The Sisters 
nursed her and she is completely cured.” 

“Eh oua!" they exclaimed in chorus. ‘How good 
they are!"’ 

The first speaker continued: ‘They treat us ‘Blachi’ 


The C. S. M. C. Convention 


The Right Rev. Mons. Thomas J. McDonnell, National Director 
of the Society for the Propagation of the Faith and the only 
speaker at the closing banquet, pointed out that: ‘While the major 
purpose of mission interest is to win souls from paganism or 
heresy, yet it must not be forgotten that a great mission program 
can make a most important contribution to the preservation and 
stimulation of the Faith in our own people. Too seldom do we 
recall that the best way to keep each and all our Faithful close 
to God and deeply interested in their own souls is to get them 
interested in sharing their Faith with others.” 


Monsignor also brought out clearly and forcibly the necessity 
of those who are blessed with this world's goods to support the 
noble cause of the missions.’ Whoever contributes as far as in 
him lies, performs his duty in a work of the greatest movement 
and acquits himself in a manner most acceptable of a debt of 
gratitude he owes God for the grace of his own faith.” 


In connection with the Convention, the largest mission exhibit, 
ever held in America, took place. Over seventy home and foreign 
missionary societies were represented, giving to the thousands 
of visitors, who thronged the hundred and fifty booths each day, 
a magnanimous view of the universality of the Catholic Church. 

The Missionaries, themselves, were greatly impressed and 
encouraged not only by the sympathy and good wishes shown 
by the visitors but also by the resolutions of the Crusaders which 
will second their efforts in the most efficacious way. 


The Tenth National Convention was a magnificent display of 
the zeal and faith of the Crusaders as well as of the interest of 
our Catholic people at large in the mission cause. It aroused 
hopes that the words of the Crusaders’ Hymn, which were sung 
so often during those few days, will be realized. 


“The Sacred Heart for all the world, 
The whole world for the Sacred Heart.” 


they never ask to be paid. They were rich in their 
country, but for love of God, they left their homes, 
their father and mother, their brothers and sisters to 
come to us; they are very gocd.” 

"Yes, and they will go io heaven!” a woman 
exclaimed. 

“Oh surely,” they all agreed, “they will go tc 
heaven even with their shces on.” 

Thibar — This week the teacher read the Gosrel 
of Ash Wednesday to her pupils and she explained 
the necessity of penance during Lent, to expiate not 
only our own sins, but those of sinners who refuse 
to repent. She asked each child to try to beg the 
grace for one sinner so that he might make his 
Easter Duty. Today during recess, the children were 
skipping rope and Gabrielle said she would skip 
one hundred times. When she had counted up to 
ninety-eight, she stopped short, and completely out 
of breath with a deep sigh said: ‘Sister, that was for 


my sinner.’ Even in play, she had not forgotten her 
promise. 


The Mission of Issavi, Central Africa 


I must admit, they are not the least interesting. It is marvelous 
how divine grace seconds the good will of these poor souls who 
have been bent down under the tyranny of satan. 


Yes, work is intense, in our dear mission, but we do not forget 
those who afar off, are helping us to reap the harvest. Sacrifice 
—suffering—what merit known to God alone, forming the treasure 


from which the Lord of the Harvest draws for the redemption of 
His captive souls. 


Continue to help us, Mother, with your prayers and sacrifices; 
and, though you are not taking an active part in our apostolic 
labors, you will, nevertheless, share in their merit. 


Sr. St. Raymond, W. S. 
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The Virtues of Guy de Fontgalland 


OW GUY'S humility was 
so precocious, so _ pro- 
found, and so unfailing, 

that I am not surprised to read 
of at least one qualified theolo- 
gical writer who is moved to 
regard it as infused. That is a 
strong statement to make; and 
yet, while one might explain 
his intellectual conviction of the 
vanity of created things by his 
innate common sense, one still 
feels the need of a very special 
grace to explain the step-over 
from spiritual common sense to genuine humility. 

They were talking one day of a certain priest (it 
was the same Father Rousseau), and one of the 
company remarked with disapproval on his general 
appearance: “His cassock was too ‘green,’ his cuffs 
too frayed.’ Guy could not contain his displeasure. 

“Yes, but that’s fine, that,” he intervened. “It's 
humility that makes him dress so; he’s a saint, he is, 
and I like him. Whereas you, you don't understand 
humility.” 

True, frayed cuffs do not prove humility, but Guy 
knew the character of his spiritual director, knew 
his reason, and understood. Humility is not won 
without humiliations, and a wound to human respect 
is one of the most painful of humiliations. 

Guy was not troubled by human respect. The 
housemaid who accompanied him to school, seeing 
him pulling off his cap at least ten paces before a 
cleric, would often ask: 

“Is that your school prefect . . . your professor?” 
And the reply usually came: 

“No, I don't know him. But he’s a priest, so I 
raise my cap.” One must know something of Paris 
to appreciate the incident. 

Humility is truth, and flattery is falsehood. Guy 
was invariably uncomfortable under flattery, and 
would say, when the flatterer had gone: ‘I'm not at 
all keen on so-and-so: she’s far too complimentary: I 
don't like it.’ And for the same reason he thoroughly 
disliked the limelight. They took him one Thursday 
afternoon, when he was still quite a child, to a 
short service at the Sacred Heart Basilica on Mont- 
martre. A bishop officiating in full pontificals. 

“Is he something more than a priest?”” Guy asked 
as they came out. 

“Oh yes, he's a bishop.” 

“Ah well,” said he, “I don't want ever to be a 
bishop: the costume is too showy. I'd rather be a 
plain and simple priest in a black cassock.” 

One of the nuns at the Cenacle Convent, where 
Guy used to attend the Eucharistic Crusade meet- 
ings, remarks that he liked to pass unnoticed in the 
middle of the other children. It is true that he was 
generally shy and reserved outside the family circle, 
but he seems also to have sensed the futility of 
publicity. In the spiritual life there is only One 
Whose watching eye we need consider; he neither 
bothered nor cared for any other. 

Sometimes on their return from the Bois de- 
Boulogne, the nurse, who was proud of her two 
smart wards, used to boast of the attention thev 
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received from passers-by. Guy, who never suc- 
ceeded in mastering his distaste for such effusions, 
could only protest: 

“But it's Mark, it's little Mark they're looking at: 
he’s so fine and chubby.” 

“And what about you?” 

“No, no, they're not looking at me.” 

And one day when they insisted, he could hold 
himself no longer: 

“Anyway,” he exploded, “I don't want people to 
turn to look at me... 1 don’t want to be looked at 
except by the Little Jesus.” 

Many an illuminating secret escapes in a burst 
of feeling; we can be grateful for such accidental 
glimpses of the underside of his natural shyness. 

Humility has nothing to do with sin; witness Our 
Lord and His Blessed Mother. It has to do with 
nothing, or rather with creation, which is the Divine 
prerogative of making something out of nothing. 
Consequently, as S. Paul points out, it does not con- 
sist in denying God's favours, but in attributing them 
to their right source. All that we can attribute to 
ourselves is our faults. Guy was fully conscious 
of his faults: he claimed them, confessed them with- 
out excuse, repented and expiated them. He was 
equally conscious of his graces, extraordinary 
enough in themselves to turn a head less humble, 
and he claimed them, as did S. Paul, in whom also 
God's grace had not been void, but like him, he 
knew at the same time whence they came and why, 
because God loved him, and willed it so. 


THE CONTEMPLATION OF A LITTLE BLACK BOY 


It was a great feast. All the little boys, even the tiniest were 
allowed to assist at the Solemn High Mass. How many things 
there are to see! the lighted altar; the big palms; the children 
crowding in to make room for other arrivals; the women and 
girls in their bright colored dresses, red, pink, blue, yellow, with 
flowers, stripes, and checks; the catechists with their red badges, 
who circulate to keep order - all this five year old Roberto had 
already seen. Then he turned his little head to see the Sisters; 
the big stand of the Father who directs the singing; at each 
pillar a large banner with letters which Roberto does not yet 
know how to read; and there, to the left behind the Sisters, a 
large Christ of the Missions on a wooden cross. 

One eye is not enought to see Jesus on the Cross. Quickly 
Roberto passed to the other side of the bench, and there he sat 
with his back turned to the altar. 

I was going to give him a disapproving look, but his big 
childish eyes fixed on the Cross stopped me. Roberto no longer 
saw the banners and the organ and the Sisters - he was alone 
with the Divine Crucified. 

“The head crowned with thorns” - and his little hand went 
slowly around his head. I did not have to look back to see the 
place of the thorns; before me the little chocolate-colored finger 
stopped on the temple, on the forhead, above the eyes; then it 
came down the length of his face to follow the traces of the blood. 

“His arms are stretched out’’ - and Roberto also extended his. 

“His hands are pierced” - Roberto looked at his own hands 
one after the other, put his finger in the place of the nails, and 
compared them with those of Christ before him. 

“Blood everywhere” - in vain did Roberto look for a drop of 
blood on his suit which was fresh that morning. 

“The feet are also pierced” - and here Roberto lifted up one 
little bare foot after the other to the bench. His finger again 
looked for the marks of the nails; then his feet were slowly 
lowered, crossed this time one over the other, like Jesus’. 

One long last look at the Divine Crucified and Roberto turned 
back to the altar. 

Roberto heard Mass at the foot of the Cross. 


Sister Marie Aloyse, W. S. 
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E HAVE often remarked the devotion which 

the Mohammedans in our districts have fer 

the Blessed Virgin and the confidence they 

place in her intercession. It gives us great en- 

couragement, for we see in it a reason to hope fer 
the religious future of this country. 

In the Attafs, there is an old Arab who comes to 


slide a few pieces of money under the door of the 
chapel which is conse- 


crated to Our Lady of 
Africa. Anxious mothers 
bathe the diseased eyes 
of their children in the 
waters of the fountain 
near her statue. A poor 
old man, approaching 
death, has willed to Lalla 
Mariama his burnoose 
and fourteen cents — all 
his fortune. 


In Kabylia some of the 
non believers come with 
the Christians to admire 
the beautiful statues 
which represent the 
Blessed Virgin and to 
seek her intercession. 
She is the merciful 
Queen, so attractive and 
gentle, who holds out her 
arms to them, who smiles 
upon them with so much 
goodness, and seems so 
ready to listen to them 
and to answer _ their 
prayers. 


I have often seen 
Arabs come into the Bas- 


The Algerian Mohammedans Instinctive Devotion 


To Our Lady Of Africa 


of these expressive walls, where every stone repre- 
sents a favor granted — the thanks of a grateful 
heart. Then they go away very thoughtfully, but 
return soon, awkwardly carrying a few candles, 
which they place among the many others already 
burning on the large votive light stands. 

On one occasion, a whole family group came inte 
the Basilica and walked directly toward the sanctu:- 
ary. The old grandmother 
escorted her daughter 
who had come to offer 
thanks for her happy de- 
liverance. The little 
cranddaughter had been 
cured of an abscess. A 
son had recovered from 
a disease of the eyes. 
And all attributed these 
blessings to the loving 
protection of the Lady 
whose help they had 
begged -—- the Lady to 
whom they had never 
prayed in vain. They, 
too, lit a profusion of 
candles in the holy 
sanctuary. 


Does not this indicate 
that the Blessed Virgin, 
like a good Mother, is 
calling to the truths of 
Catholicism her children 
in error? 


"O, thou, Our Lady of 
Africa, whose Immacul- 
ate Heart is so full of 
mercy and motherly com- 


passion, have pity on the 


ilica of Our Lady of Af- 


rica at Algiers and stop, 
deeply affected, before 
the semi-circular inscrip- 
tion written in the sanct- 
uary: “Our Lady of Af- 


‘ * 
Laden Mallee ae 
rica, pray for us and for 


profound misery of the 
Mohammedans and the 
other infidels of Africa. 
O, Queen of the Apos- 


(on WS tles, deign to choose 


and send to these dis- 


ae pe 2 ee tricts legions of holy mis- 
the Mussulmans.” Their me See ee sionaries, to win them 
fascinated gaze goes — over, to wrest them from 
from the statue of Mary The Interior of the Basilica. death and from Satan 
to these words, then back 


again to the statue. It is indeed true that through 
Mary a constant prayer, which has their interests 
at heart, ascends to the throne of God. Soon they 
begin to feel at home at the Shrine where they see 
that they are expected and received willingly. They 
sit respectfully and somewhat timidly, on the edge 
of a pew and look around at the strange decoration 


and to bring them into 
the fold of the Holy Church.” 


—Sister Raphaela, W. S. 


* * * * . 


“There is only one thing to do here below: to love 
Jesus and to win souls for Him so that He may be 


loved.” (The Little Flower of Jesus.) 
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“My mission is to teach you three things, the most sacred, the most important, the most indispensable which can 
be taught on earth: to know God. to love Him, and to serve Him. For all else is but a dream which passes away.” 


From a pastoral letter of Cardinal Lavigerie. 
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